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Forthcoming Events

Sat 27 Sept The Cockburn Association’s Doors Open Day allows us to visit lots
of interesting buildings; those nearby include University buildings,
Marchmont St Giles and the new Whitehouse Lodge. Check out
http:/ / www.cockburnassociation.org.uk for lists, a neat Google
Maps interface, and details of a new photo competition.

Wed 1 Oct We're delighted to kick-off our season of talks with a presentation
on Architectural Tronworks, by Ali Davey of Historic Scotland.
This should be of special interest to residents who are considering
renewal or replacement of their own railings.

Wed 5 Nov We will explore microgeneration: sources of domestic scale
renewable energy, such as solar panels or small wind generators;
Nick Heath of Changeworks will lead the discussion on the
efficiency and effects of the different options.

Tue 9 Dec The Christmas Gathering will be held, as in previous years, at the
German Church in Chalmers Crescent at 7.30pm. Enj oy an evening
with friends old and new, stories, songs, wine and shortbread.

Wed 18 Feb 2009 7.00pm Annual General Meeting. An opportunity to comeand join,
new members welcome. Formal business will be followed with a
presentation: we plan to focus on energy efficiency in traditional
buildings; the speaker will be confirmed in the next newsletter.

Unless otherwise stated, meetings take place at 7.30pm in Marchmont 5t Giles” new
hall. Tea, coffee, and biscuits are served after the meeting.

Grange Conservation Awards Readers will recall that in 2002, vwe instituted
an award to recognise outstanding contributions by residents, which improve the
quality of the area. The plan was that Awards would be made whenever a good
example was recommended to the Association’s Committee, and approved by
a majority. Types of award-worthy enhancement included: restorakion of gates
or railings; high quality repair of stonework; new building contributing to the
character of the area; and tree planting and landscaping complementing the local
streetscape. However, although we made one award (for 1 Blackford Road), we
then stalled over questions of whether self-nomination was allowed, and whether
enhancements had to be publicly visible. But it’s still a good idea in principle,
50 we think it’s time to worry less, and try it again. Please send any member of
the committee information about a change for the better. It can be along the lines
sketched above, or it can be something we haven’t even thought of. Let us know!




Conservation: Do It Yourself Street Descriptions

The Grange is an outstanding Conservation Area. Securing this status required a
lot of research by residents, working together through the 1990s. The fruits of their
labours are reflected in the Conservation Area Character Appraisal, published by the
Council in 1999, and available online at http:/ /download.edinburgh.gov.uk/caca/
Grange_CACA.pdf.

One of the inputs to the Character Appraisal was a set of Street Descriptions, which
captured the quality and character of individual localities within the area.

We have reviewed a set of these street descriptions, and we feel that it would be
useful for today’s residents to see an example, illustrating what is worth recording,
Our website carries a copy of the general format for developing a street descri ption,
and a number of worked examples, from the time at which the Character Appraisal
was being drafted. The fuller set gives a better idea of the range of descriptions which
are useful. A list of relevant reference works is also available; all these resources can |
be found via http:/ / www.grangeassociation.org / planning / planning.htm

We would like to encourage residents to try their hand at developing a description
of their own street, as it looks today. It should be both interesting, and helpful in
spotting changes for the better—as well as things that can be improved. Email your
description—and photos of the street, if you like—to jon@oberlander.co.uk, and we
will mount the best on the web, and advertise their availability via the newsletter.

When you send in your description, you might also want to include a coveri ng note
(not to be published) dra wing attention to good and bad individual developments
you have spotted on your street. These might be candidates for conservation awards
(see p1), at one end of the scale, or unauthorised developments that might be checked
by the planning department’s enforcement unit, at the other end of the scale.

Jon Oberlander

Standard Format For Local Character Guidelines

LOCALITY: (street or locality name)

1 Status

1.1 Record Conservation Area status, identify only [A- and B-] Listed Buildings,
Tree Preservation Orders.

1.2 Other publicly identified controls?

2 Particular Characteristics To Be Safeguarded

These will be what the Association believes the planning authority should pay
special attention to when exercising its function under the Planning Acts. Be brief
and to the point. Each particular characteristic should be supported by the reason
for its inclusion.

3 General Character

This section gives the context for the reasoned selection of specific characteristics.
4 History

Additional information which may: (i) lend weight to arguments with owners,
developers planners in consideration of appropriate development; or (ii) be of use
and interest to local people,






















